CHAPTER  16
A Pkt for Papen*s Assassination
Interim Conspiracies
The conclusion of the treaty of the nth July 1936 gave
Papen not only the opportunity but also the right to meddle
in the home affairs of Austria to a greater extent than before.
In the middle of October of the same year he endeavoured
by making use of the services of the Right wing of the
Austrian Heimwehr to bring about the downfall of Schusch-
nigg's Government The leader of this section of the
Heimwehr was Major Emil Fey. He had been decorated
with the order of the Knights of Maria Theresa for out-
standing bravery in the face of the enemy, and was later
Austrian Vice-Chancellor. On the 25th July 1934, at the
Chancellery at Vienna, this man had already played a very
ambiguous role over the murder of Dr. Dollfiiss. Although
Fey was an officer, and it might have been expected that he
would resist the forcible entry of the National Socialists, he
had not lifted a finger; and during the whole day which
the putschists spent in the Chancellery not a hair of his head
had been harmed. It was known that he belonged to the
extremists of the Right wing of the Heimwehr, and to a
certain degree sympathised with the National Socialists.
Following the Dollfuss murder Fey was dismissed from
office on account of his behaviour, and the leadership of the
Heimwehr was handed over to the Vice-Chancellor, Prince
Starhemberg, with unlimited powers. Fey did all he could
to regain his authority. He had a powerful influence
particularly over the battalions of the Viennese Heimwehr
and the whole Right radical section of the Austrian Defence
Force.